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IAD - 16/66
15 March 1966

Copy No. 3

MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant for Operations
SUBJECT : Estimating Crop Yielus

REFERENCE

IAD Memorandum for the Record - 4 June 1965 (attached)

25X1A 1. On 3 June 1965 (Ref. attached) visited
IAD in rezard to the capability of PX to Turmish ¢ enouph data to predict
crop yields in China. )

K

25X1A 2 |:|was thoroughly familiar with work done byl | 25X1A
on Ccrop

and others. We also pointed out the limited studies done by
yields in Cuba, Russia (New Lands) etc.--emphasizing thata sufficient data
base or PI Key comprehensive forecasting in China did not exist.

3. It was suggested that before attempting to forecast crop yleld in
China that perhaps NPIC would contract for the development of & PI Key--as
had been cone in other subjects,

25X1A [ lwas referred tol | This resulted, as I under- 25X1A
stand it, in a meeting called later by | land attended by Mr. A
25X1A | |attended from TAD, ORD/DDS&T) 22814

and cthers.
4, In brief. our feelings are as follows:

a. Experience in this countuy |:| etec.) shows that 25X1A
a so0od key is needed in order to distinguish different v
crops. diseased from heslthy crops, etc. ete. Such keys
take a long time to develop and require considerable
ground cheek or professional knowledge of crop conditions
in the areas being interyrete.d.

b. The PI can now do only scattered, inconclusive studies as
far as accurstely predietinyg the yield to be expected at
some future date over wide spread areas of China. The

key here is the phrase-- ely predict'--which is
what was specifiled by 25X1A

¢. The question of usefulness of satellite photography begs
the issue until & satisfactory base, key, or compiletion
of professional crop data is available for China.
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5. If I am not mistaken of P&DS has a NPIC project
number assigned for work performed as a result of the meeting referred
to in 4 b above,

Attachment:
As stated above

Distributions
Cy 1 &2 - Asst/Qps
3 ~ IAD

: 25X1A CIA/IAD: jg/:l (15 Mar 66)
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WARNING

This document contains information affecting the national security of the United States within the meaning
of the espionage laws U. S. Code Title 18, Sections 793 and 794. The law prohibits its transmission or
the revelation of its contents in any manner to an unauthorized person, as well as its use in any manner
prejudicial to the safety or interest of the United States or for the benefit of any foreign government to the
detriment of the United States. It is to be seen only by personnel especially indoctrinated and authorized
to receive information in the designated control channels. [ts security must be maintained in accordance
with rogulations pertaining to TALENT-KEYHOLE Control System.
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